corcerming sudden 
Mexicen Nationals 


at aonroximatel 


y Chiecki whoi 
owner of the ranch and Anton‘o *®erez peg™y 


nim uo untilabout 9 week ago. He stated that 
in the barn on his reneh with four other Mexicar 
but was working for a neigh or now. (Mr. Eawarda Terisi.) C 
stated that last night (8/12/55) he nt into the ber to see how 
the boy ere 23lonz and al ere playing cards, end every 
ll right. Then a n. this morning, My 
S, living in the seme } ? ume Oo the house end 
told “Bie kia" 3 méthing must bewrone with Pe ez, weeon't walk 
hiw.” Mr. Chiecki went out into the bern and there found 
ohle8 ci then called Dr. Zanger, who pronounced -erez dead 


he body end fo nd no signs of eny criminal ciolence 
2 committed upon the body,or any other signs to 
of desth. The deceased was fully clothed, excent 
were next totheArmy tyne cot that he was 
"he tempersture in the bern was very cold and Perez 
Overcoat for covers. Rigor mortis had just started to 
set ah whenI examined the POST 2 80 would judge the timeof deat at 
aporoximately 3:30 a.m. The room in the b-rnwhere Perez wes found 
deed wesoccunied by four other Mexicen boys. (1) Manuel Mtaxrkex 
Mireles, (2) Paul Mireles, (3) Jose Ponce, (4) J Ro jas.” 

"Witness: Manuel Mireles. Stated that he Perez cough 
during thenight,but oaidno -ttention to thematter until he tried to 
owaken Perez, thismorning. He called to Perez severe! times but 
receivingno answer he went over to Perez's cot and then noted thet 
something was wrong wit Perez,and thennotified Mr.Chiecki. Mierles 
said that lest night all the fellows vo ayed cerds snd Perez madeno 
complaintsof not feel wel Mireles ststed that Perez ate an 
an averageof 1 pail sre: pears per day and lived mostlyon 
fresh fruits." 

Relatives notified: Fat 

Address: San Juantumbio, Mic 

Aseof decessed: 24 F 

Depaty coroner: DonaldPouchette 

Cause of death: Acute nepnhrosis of pancreas, cause unknown. 

II. Mr. Antonio Zavala Almanza was a lemon picker emo iepan by the 
Carpinteria Lemon Association at Carpinteria, Santa Barbara County. 
-.-the ceceas d nad ceen complaining of a vain in his stomach the 
nigh before and also a few d-ys orevious. On the nigh ovrior to 
his death the deceased hed been to the city of Santa Barbara, had 
md one drinx, had dinner, and returned to Carpinteria about 11 
Dem. About 9:15 9a.m.,the deceascdwas found by the camo boxx. 

The deceased was found lying in his bed wit) is clothes on, 

Shoes off, and 2 blanket over him. Devuty Coroner's report 

Ages 5 

Marital stetus: married 

The cause of desth in this caseremains obscure. There is no 
evidence that desth is due to other than n=turalcauses, since there 
is nosign of injury end none of the more common poisonous substances 
were isolated from the br-in tissue... The findines in the longs 
are comtipatibie with an esrly lower 2S POY adap ee of infection. 
the chenges,however, are too mild to beincri inated 2s 2 cause of 

one speculates on 9 possibility of an Fo elming 
an individual of decreas d or absent resistance... 
John >. Blanchard, m.d., vathologist 
Length of time in U.S. under oresent contract: 4 months 
[II. Pedro Basabe Marure: "the deceased wes empl oyed by the 
Jalley*Farm Housing Association at Sante Marie, thkaxemn Santa 
Barbara County. ...the ceteased hadhis*@reakfast andwent iat the 
fficeof the Valley Farm Housing Association and obtained his time- 
card. He then boarded — _truck for transportation to rea field. 
Enroute tothe field, t eill. The driver returned immediately 
to the office... The RE rE taken immediately to the Sisters 
Hospital in Sante Maria and wes desd on arrivel. The deceased had 
not complained of any illness norhad he been under 2 doctor's care 
orior to his death." denuty coroner's revort. 
Final anatomic diagnosis: hyperolasia of thyroid 
From Guerrero; age 38: incountry 24 deys. 


"! 


Woy 


fystery dea 


IV. Julian Martinez Valdivia. ' -@ ceceased had worked in the 
vegetable field the day prior to his deat andhad comolained of a 
light cold, but hed not comolained of any other illness exceot 
sore back from oerforming hoenea abor. The companydoctor had 
seen this manabout a week orior to bis dest» and had prescribed 
iniment for is sore back. The deccasea's roomm te stated that 
they had retired about $:30 o.m., and that the decessed wes apparent 
lyin rood health. There did not appear to be any struggle nor disarr 
angement of bed clothing, nor ohysical movement at time of death." 
Deptuty Coroner's report. 
Died 4:00 a.m., Saturday, 6/16/56, from undetermined cause 
Age: 38. Home: Michoacan. Length inUS: 18 months. 


Cruz-Ramos. Age: 44. Died 1: 230 a.m., 8/24/55 (Wednesday). 

fe hepatitis; alcoholic cirrhosis subacute; splenic subscapular 
rrnege,treumatic. Aoke from Binds whut to bathroom, ret rned 
ed reyed orms and died. Avoarently well till then, although 
Dp found on person. In U.S. 9 months. Vied 
C Ventura Co. Home: Oaxaca. 


/, Died 3:30 11/2/55 

Died near Venturgz, Venture. 

Pulmonary edema, acute, cause 

poarent y well on retiring. Herrd 
leso. No known como 2éfints. 


Died 7:00 9.m., 3/25/56 (sunday). 
Tentura, Ventures Co. Home: ??7 
but intoxicated on retiring ° 
of deat : acute toxic shock; 


Espinoza-Miranda. ge: 27. Near Ventur2, 
suerrero. n U<s 3 than 1 month. 
(Tuesday). Diedin sleep; avparent 
rt. Toxic shock; acute viramia, cause inmown. 


5:30 a.m., 6/17/56 (Sunday). 
‘ Length of timeinU.S.: ?777 
Home: ?7? Died in sleep, apparently well on retiring. 
Miagnosis: bilateral bronchopneumonia. 


X. ‘Villanueva. Age: 40. Died 9:25 : 2/56. (Friday). 
ne-r Oxnard, Ventura Co. Fome;: More '< Ty P 
iets to hospital in coma and sh Uren ereinali. Lower 

eohnro nephrosis. irreversible shoc’ 4-5 days. 
Penile 4llin for fever, 6/21/86. MN cupati “exposure to 
orz-nic phosphates. 


XI. Azaiza. Ase: t Algo, San ““ateo. Died 
4:00 a.m., 12/10/56 m¢ Home: Aruascalientes. Died in 
sleep, apoarntly wel wher etiring. Diagnosis: pulmonary 
congestion and edema; congestive esophagitis; interstitial 
myocarditis. Nasal surgery 1 year ago; no known comolaints. 


a.m., 5/25/87 (Seturdeay). 
I co state? D.F.? Died in 
per and chest discomfort few d2ys 
ninaee die: saterr! oancr atitis, unknown 


: a.m., 6/11/57 (Thursday). 
near Camobell, nta Clare Gounty. “In U.S. 1 month. Died in 
sleep. Bilateral sens e bronchopneumonia. No known complaints. 


A.M. 7/2/57 (Tuesday), near 
Michoacan. Died in sleep, anparent'y 
in sleep. 


Sudden Deaths 


"OnJuly 2, ; 25 M w2s disovatched by county radio 
to P.O. Box 224, Coy: known as the Dsy andYoune Ranch. At 
aporoximately 8:20 a.m. I arrived at the civen address and wes met 
by Deputy Coroner Bob Accinelli and Mr. Don Adams, sunverintendent of 
the farm leborers. I wes taken to auonset hut #1, where I observed 
the body of a Mexicen national, Jesus Cahue, home address, Tutatero, 
Puntacareo, Michorcan... The victim was lying in a suvine position, 
covered with a blanket end clothed onlyi- cotton shorts. The temvo- 
erature of his body wes cold, rigor w-s ‘ set in, vost 
mortem lividity was or-sent in the victim's neck, bac’s and lower 
extremities. Around the victim's mout> was ° small amount of 
mucus, there wes no treumetic injury noticesrble uvon his body. 
the body of the victim was raised from the bed - small amount of 
aspiration of blood come from the mouth. T estimate --that he hdd 
expired at approximately 2:00 9.m, July 2) LOBY. 

Information received from Mr. Tomes Cahue, cousin of the 
victim, was that the victim had made no comolaints of feeling ill 
prior to death. At about 11:30 pv.m.on July 1, Tomas Cahue heard the 
victim groan and geso for air. Tomas sat uo in bed and saw that the 
victim wes lying vescefully so thourcht that the victim wes dreaming 
and went beck to sleep... 

Prior to deat h the victin had working in 2a lettuce field, 
which according to Mr. Don Adams ha n sorayed with parat hon 
about 30 days ago, the field had been entered for at least 21 
days after sorsying... 

The blood was found to be negative for both alcohol and 
barbiturates." Don Bouchette. Denuty coroner 


Simon Cruz: 
The decedent..is in this country on cotrsct to the Prosressive 
Growers, Scott Lane, Sante Clara, The -rotressive Growers hed let 
nL out on another contract to John T. Murata, Rt. 1, Box 254, wWillia 
Road, San Jose, He had gone to wor'r on the Murate farm on May 6, 19 
1956. Mr. Muretaend the decedent's fellow workers sdvised that the 
decedent had annesred to e@ in 290d health at al times. Te 
worked every dey and wes not 9 heovy drinker. On Saturday, 
the day prior to his dest h, he ha* worked a half 
hen gotten 2 heir cut fro one of the other men and 
hair of some of the others. He did not comolein 
and did not look sicr. He steyeduo until 11:00 o.m. 
writing letters. he nxt moming he did not get un. He was rushed 
to the hospital whe: he wes D.O.A. 
Examination o ne body showed no signs of violence. He 
lesves a widow in Mexico, address unknown." 
George *“annah, deputy coroner 
(D-ath certificate: bilateral bronchopneumonia. ) 
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un*mown doctor in Pa Ha] brother..called this a.m. 
S 2s that decedent “ad insurance policy and if insurance company 
not vay for burial ke in Mexico, he will vay for it. Wants us 
to call him back at 11:00 a.m. at Public Station in Asuascalientes 
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and at 10:00 p.m. he was the hsopitel. In addition to 
the symptoms already des sd, he had a cyanotic discoleationin 
a butterfuly osttern over the bridse of the nose, and 9 similar 
discolsration over both wrigéts and both an les. The shins and 
the inner surface of nyelids were overed with tiny blisters. 
The patient arrived at the hosvite!l in a semi-comatose condition, 
with low blood oressure, from which he lao-sed into complete coma 
with irreversible shock andultimate enuria. Dert occureed in 
the morning of June 27." 
Memo from EZ Jomnson Ao Allen RB. Lemmon, “tate , 
Benartment ofAcriculturelGu<ee~ Pf Cnenns fry ) 
"Dr, Robert A. Blossom, o>thologist, is firml» convinced that 4 
orgenic vhosvate voisoning is involved... Postmortem examination 
showed “cong<stionin all organs, lower neohron neohritis and uremia. 
Wic determination of intoxication from orgenic phosohorus Dis 
Blossom basesnot only on the vostmortem condition, but on the fact 
that the ouvils were contrected and thet 
doses..gpiled to dee on toxicity." (seme as 


Antonio Zabala Almanza: 

‘Arrived in Gerpinterie Seotember 19, 1955, fro Mexico; worked 

he Carpinteria Mutua’ Citrus Association as a lemon vicker. 

a at the labor camo maintained by Corointeria Mutual Citrus 
Association with three other Mexican Nationals. He went to the show 
with his th ee room-mates on the evening of December 7, 1955.- 2On 
retiring he w2s avparentlyin perfect health; wes found ded by his 
room-mates on the morning of Dec: r 8th. Autopsy showed cause of 


death unknown. No parsthion had been used fnorchards or adjacent 


orchards to which this individual hed been vickine lemons... The 
lemon orchards in Carvinteria district in which this lemon vicker 


hac been worxing had only been treated with the ordinary soray oils 


Julien Martinez Valdiva 
Was apoerneltyin this country for aoproximately 18 months... 

He worked for the Point S91 Comoany, Gu-‘alupe, hoeing and thinning 

vegetables in the Santa Maria Va ey 


[Ye 


PaA Reaanfa Mamire 
earo saqe Marure 


“~~ Teame into this co-ntryMay 1, 1956; died May 24th... Me wos 
aovarently a very healthy individual. At the time of the sutopsy 
2 gmo-l goiter wa> noted but..this wes not sufficient to cause death 
This Mexican Netions! worred so ely in verious strewberry fields in 
the Sante Meria Lkekdxx arca." 
€above three from letter by Walter Cummings, Agricultural 
Commissioner, County of Santa Farbers.) 


Memo, Ethelbert Johnson, supervisor of vest¢g control operations, 
Bureau of chemistry, to Albemf# Lemmon, chief of bureau: 

“antonio Barregan, 24, 2 Mexican National, emp oyed by Osumi 
8rothers, Huntington Bech, was taken to Orange County Hospital on 
March 22, in 2 st-te of coma. Other symotoms inc uded frothing at 
mouth and nose, vomiting and pinpoint pupils, wit a istory of 


oossible exposure to TEP?. (What that?) ... Barragan had been 
employed by Osumi Brothers for about 18 months. "is contract veriod 


ie 


jred, he traveled to Sonor-, “exico, Deceber 6, was rea 
returned December 9. He was known as 2 sterxy, relisbl 
lwsys re dy to helo with anyting he ssw to be done... 
00 ocloeck in the morning of March22, Berragen was irrigetin 
east end of the north soinach field, when Gene Osumi drove 
he pumping vo’ ant wit’ his spray rig. While waiting for the 
gallon tank to fill, he proceeded to clean the nozzles on the 
spray boom. Barragean walked over to the pumoing plant and offered 
to pour theinsecticide into the tank. Osumi hed » one-gallon can 
of Butcher Brand TPO50 Insect Svray (20% tetrsehyl pyrovnhosphate, 
30% other organic phosphat and a glass jr for measuring. Rarragea 
climbed on the rig, filled the jar and emptied it into the tank 
six times. He says he did not soi any of it nor get it on his 
fingers or clothing. Osumi w-s busy with the rig and wes not watchin 
When the tank wes full Rerragen welkxed away into the field where he 
was irrigating, and Osumi drove off and sterted soraying the south 
field. When hemede his first turn towsrd the nort 3 Osumi could 
not see Barragan. He stooved the rig st the dirt road and discover 
erd Parrsgen lying unconsciousin 2 furrow, about 600 feet from the 
pumoing plant. He estimates it could not have been more then four 
or five minutes from th time they both left the *pumoing plant. 
Osumi hailed Vince Masde'ano, who was driving 9 tractor in the 
next field north, 2nd together they lifted Rarragen into a pickup 
truck snd drove him tothe Westminster Mediccl Groun clinic. An 
mbulance ws es led, and Rerregen was taken to the County “osvital. 
Intramuscy ar ections of 1/150 grain atrovin were contined at 
4-hour inter > 41 the o2tient recovered consciousness. Max 


3ymarch 26 he wasmentelly alert and eble to tolerate liquids, but 
s ill suffered pain in the right sbdomen. He was removed to 


Sen Antonio Community Hoscitalin Uoland, where hehas since b 


treatment by Dr. Donald %.Wake for scute hemorrhagic 


He was contrected to Rosenberzer's outfit; subcontrec 
Brothers..." 

ase, letter from E.A.Dudley, kusks Deputy Agric. Commission 
county, to Ethelbert Johns 
versationswith the nume ous 

to be 92 difference in the reumstances. One verson 

reported that Rerragan wes workingin the field being treated and 
sed to some chemic? for several days. Another voerson 
-etually sorayine with an insecticide in water.. 


involved in the case... 
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DISPOSITIONOF REMAINS OF NATIONALS dying uncermysterious circumstances 
(From deoth certificates) 
Removal to Mexico:°11111 
Buriae An UL... s, Liane 2 
Removal to elsewhere in 
One of men who died mysterious sudden de-ths was Antonio 
Zavala, 3007 Irevusto, Gusdslajara, survived by spdéuse, 
ores. 


Sudden deaths, vo. 5 


Joe De'ores li 53. “...w°s working at the lime bean 
usking f 3 ts Berbera County) eandhad been on duty from 
6:00 a. His job wa: 2 elevete the thrashed beans into the husker 
where the lima bern removed from it surrounding cansule. The 
temreretyre on L, 1955, of the surrounding air and the 
workin the direct sun, created quite an eleveted environment (sic). 
The patient at ap roximately 7:10 o.m. gasoed, fell to the ground 
and resuscit tion by his fellow workers w2s attemoted. He was 
stated to have turned a our color and to be gasping for breath. 
before medico ttent be obt2ined." 
body is that ofa gs y cyanotic male, measuring 5'0" 
and weighing sopr n r 185 vounds. The dy tempers 
time of externa! examir ) is estimated to be an roximat 
ly 107 degrees." reoort) 


kxkaxmmn Socorro t 

"This 23 yeer old M n netion working in the Sante Paula- 

ane Oy ares 2g 8 1emor } was found deed in his bed at an rox- 

imately 12:45 a.m. on 5/25/57. The past history discloses some 
vasue history of unoper sbdomine orin and chest discomfort the last 
few da ys Prigr to death 27: 

" ..we have 2° rether veriegeted oleomornnic oettern of toxic 
changes and vire!l disesse evidence in that the interstitial vneum- 
onitis is undoubtedly of vire origin. The treceobronchitis is vrob 
ably ® secondsry conolicction of becte ial origin and the changes 
of catarrhel pancreatitis and nevhrosis 2re orobeblyv on a toxic 
and vire besis... Sxexxmexkayg It would seem that this man has had 
a past infectious conditionof vire etiology with 9a secondary inva 
sion of bac terial tyoe which hes reduced his resistance and an 
Overwhilming vira’ toxic process apnresant!y develoned with 
sudden death..." Robert A. Blossom, m.d., Pathologist 


"pbaneugut" (nightmare)deoths emone 


stomech due to hesvy meal 
diiarcak ie mec anicel or-ssure or reflexl 
throug” the € 
(2) Cardiac nd t le -ssumes thet the verson 
eriberi and that 
ye of the verson Satie? hie nichtme2re orecivit2tes 
(3)° ‘Simole nishtmsre theory. 

Medical nightmare theory. "D fonalane thinks thet the vulmonar 
rrhases seen at eutoosy ore ons it for the desth and that 
se hemorrheges ore oroduced by he jfolentmovements of the verson 

he has the nightmore," 
Toxic theory. %kxm "..oresunvoses t! 
Signe elie tract of 9 toxic substence 
cute oancrestitis t bry. "h41e the findins of hemorrharic or 
tiaine yancre -titisseemed tobe the n y ostholozice evidence 
ld account for the desths..i is known that acute vancrect 
not Shagsiahwterea such a drematic desthh2s is obs rved in the 
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fluke infestetion 


Cor Shy epee exhsustion 
tress and strain. 
B.Nolasco,m.d., "AnInquiry into 'Reneuncut'" ,» AMA Archives of 


Internal Medicine, 99:905-912 (June,1957)) (Author orefers toxic 


theory on basis of exoerimentation with items from Filivino diet -- 
notably partially decomposed fish... 
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